INTRODUCTION
The latter, however, has the posterior part greatly narrowed and formed into a so-called "tail." This region, known as the postabdomen, bears on its distal segment the sting, the only weapon which the scorpion has to make itself dreaded by man.
The legs of a scorpion are eight in number throughout life. They are clawed at the end and are ail similar. The palpi are greatly enlarged, and the last two segments form a powerful pinching structure known as the chelae. The true jaws, which should be known as the chelicerae, are much smaller structures than the chelae and are partly concealed from above by the front edge of the carapace, the hard covering of the cephalothorax.
The organs of special senses are poorly represented ; however, the eyes are conspicuous and of two kinds. There is a pair of large eyes situated on the sides of a turret or tubercle near the middle of the dorsal surface of the cephalothorax and several smaller eyes, or ocelli, situated on the lateral margins. The more important structures used in taxonomy are given in the accompanying illustration. Scorpions are found in greatest abundance in tropical and subtropical countries. Only a few species range far into the temperate zones and none extend across either of these zones. The taxonoraic work on the United States species has been done chiefly by Wood, Marx, and Banks. In the past 20 years no extended paper has appeared dealing with our species. The subject of the control of scorpions and of the treatment of their stings will be dealt with in a subsequent paper. Pocock gave but two records for it, both from Mexico.
•Banks (1910) Baerg (1924) Not only has this scorpion a shiny sting, but a most peculiarly shaped one. Between the tip of the sting and the base, but nearer the latter, there is an inflated, bulbous structure. Probably the term " swollen-stinged scorpion " or " bladder-stinged scorpion " would be equally appropriate with the one given at the heading of this para-graph, which was originally suggested by Essig. V mordax is a Pacific coast species, being reported from California and Oregon. Banks (1910) each of them. Kraepelin (1905) Banks (1910) Pocock (1902) states that there are specimens in the British Museum from California. Banks (1910) According to Jackson (1910) G. vittatus has a habit of clinging to objects lying on the ground, so that when the latter are turned over with the hands one is liable to press upon the scorpion and get stung.
The life history of G. vittatus has been studied by Smith (1927 
